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Basic steps of the Aeroseal Process:

LEAKS 
are hidden 

   from view

   they are felt 
by you and your

 WALLET

Aeroseal is the single most effective way to seal your ducts.

Of the U.S. 
homeowners 
who have 
sealed their ducts 
with Aeroseal...

100% experienced improved
COMFORT levels throughout their home
and improved INDOOR AIR QUALITY.
On average, these homeowners also saved
between 25-40% on their utility bills.

Prepare Your System A small access hole is cut
into the supply or return and a temporary collar is
attached. The air conditioning indoor coil, fan, and
furnace are temporarily blocked with a foam plug
to prevent sealant particles from entering this part
of your system. The next step of the process is to
pretest and inject non-toxic sealant into your duct

work. The pretest measures exactly how much duct leakage your
system has in square inches and also calculates just how much air is
escaping through leaks in your duct work.

Pretest Your
Ductwork
Once the system is
properly prepped the
Aeroseal machine
is connected to the
duct work using lay

flat tubing. The Air Duct Diagnostic
pretest will detect the exact amount
of duct leakage in the duct system –
the typical duct leakage detected in
a home is between 30-40%. Next, the
non-toxic, UL tested and approved,
aerosol sealant is injected into your
duct system. As the sealant exits your
ductwork through leaks it begins to
collect on the edge of the hole until
the leak is completely sealed. Aeroseal
can seal leaks up to 5/8ths of an inch.

Prepare Your System 
Plugging your 
registers with foam 
forces the air in your 
duct work to escape 
through leaks. By 
forcing air to escape 

through leaks we are able to pretest 
your duct system and begin the duct 
sealing process.

Seal Your Ductwork Small aerosol particles are
injected and kept suspended in the airflow by
continuous air movement. The aerosol particles
begin collecting on the edges of holes and cracks
in your duct work and seal your leaky duct work
from the inside.  This entire process is computer
controlled where you can monitor the results in real

time showing you just how effective the Aeroseal process is. Ducts
are sealed with only 1 to 2 oz. of sealant material.

Review Your Results
A computer generated analysis summarizes your 
home’s duct leakage reduction providing you with 
verification of the success of the Aeroseal appli-
cation. Once the process is complete your certi-
fied Aeroseal technician will provide you with a 
printed certificate summarizing your results.

Dealer Contact Info Goes Here
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575-323-1899
924 W. Picacho Ave.20% discount 

on Aeroseal and Duct Work cleaning combo
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Make no payments for 6 months when you 
finance a new Lennox® system for as little as

$132 A MONTH*

NM #10830 TX #TACLA021079C AZ #ROC172798
Offer expires June 11, 2021.
*Offer available March 8, 2021 to June 11, 2021. Offer based on a retail price of $10,000. Requires purchase of qualifying system. Financing available to well-qualified buyers on approved credit. No 
down payment required. Financing requires 120 equal monthly payments of $132 a month of principal and interest after the first 6 months. Normal late charges apply. Cannot be combined with any other 
Lennox promotional offer.  Minimum and maximum amount financed of $3,000 and $100,000, respectively. You may prepay your account at any time without penalty. Financing is subject to credit 
requirements and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only. See Truth in Lending disclosures available from lender for more information. **Rebate 
requires purchase of qualifying items between March 8, 2021 to June 11, 2021. Qualifying items must be installed by June 18, 2021. Rebate claims (with proof of purchase) must be submitted (with 
proof of purchase) to www.lennoxconsumerrebates.com no later than July 2, 2021. Rebate is paid in the form of a Lennox Visa® Prepaid card. Prepaid Card is subject to terms and conditions found or 
referenced on card and expires 12 months after issuance. Conditions apply. See www.lennox.com/terms-and-conditions for complete terms and conditions. ***See dealer for details. 
© 2021 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses. C60840-123714-538395,123714-538397

$50 OFF YOUR FIRST COMPLETED REPAIR!***  

RECEIVE UP TO

$1,800 IN REBATES
with the purchase of a complete Ultimate Comfort System.**

Innovative technology from Aire Serv Heating & Air 
Conditioning keeps your equipment running more 
efficiently, helping to surround you with perfect air.

Rethink your air for more comfort. 
And savings.

DYNAMIC FM1-16 UVC LIGHT
Call today and find out about our UVC lights that will kill 
99% of all airborne viruses, bacteria and mold spores.

OR

Make no payments for 6 months when you 
finance a new Lennox® system for as little as

$132 A MONTH*

NM #10830 TX #TACLA021079C AZ #ROC172798
Offer expires June 11, 2021.
*Offer available March 8, 2021 to June 11, 2021. Offer based on a retail price of $10,000. Requires purchase of qualifying system. Financing available to well-qualified buyers on approved credit. No 
down payment required. Financing requires 120 equal monthly payments of $132 a month of principal and interest after the first 6 months. Normal late charges apply. Cannot be combined with any other 
Lennox promotional offer.  Minimum and maximum amount financed of $3,000 and $100,000, respectively. You may prepay your account at any time without penalty. Financing is subject to credit 
requirements and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only. See Truth in Lending disclosures available from lender for more information. **Rebate 
requires purchase of qualifying items between March 8, 2021 to June 11, 2021. Qualifying items must be installed by June 18, 2021. Rebate claims (with proof of purchase) must be submitted (with 
proof of purchase) to www.lennoxconsumerrebates.com no later than July 2, 2021. Rebate is paid in the form of a Lennox Visa® Prepaid card. Prepaid Card is subject to terms and conditions found or 
referenced on card and expires 12 months after issuance. Conditions apply. See www.lennox.com/terms-and-conditions for complete terms and conditions. ***See dealer for details. 
© 2021 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses. C60840-123714-538395,123714-538397

$50 OFF YOUR FIRST COMPLETED REPAIR!***  

RECEIVE UP TO

$1,800 IN REBATES
with the purchase of a complete Ultimate Comfort System.**

Innovative technology from Aire Serv Heating & Air 
Conditioning keeps your equipment running more 
efficiently, helping to surround you with perfect air.

Rethink your air for more comfort. 
And savings.

DYNAMIC FM1-16 UVC LIGHT
Call today and find out about our UVC lights that will kill 
99% of all airborne viruses, bacteria and mold spores.
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924 W. Picacho | Las Cruces, NM 88005

2020 Lennox Centurion Award Winner for 
Leadership & Quality

NATE-Certified Technicians

Locally Owned & Operated since 1963
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Las Cruces Home Builders Association

Member Pricing
Event Packages:

$625-$850
$500 Deposit

Business Meetings:
$250-$575

$250 Deposit

Round & Rectangular 
Tables

NEW Audio System

Dance Floor

Patio

Staging Kitchen

Up to 150 People

2,200 Square Ft.

Graduation/Receptions/Parties/Business Meetings/Luncheons

2825 N. Main St., (575) 526-6126 • www.lchba.com • nicole@lchba.com

The Perfect EVENT HALL

First off, I would really like to thank the Las Cruces Bulletin for 
partnering with us on this great Home Improvement publication 
and everyone who participated in it. We truly value our friend-

ship/partnership with you all! The committee members who helped 
put things together and make it happen Brian Crawford with Builders 
FirstSource, who has chaired several our Home & Garden Shows and 
continues to support the association, Christina Montanez, with South-
western Abstract & Title Co. and our good friend Elaine Sasnow, with 
the LC Bulletin. I would also like to mention to all our industry friends 
about joining the Las Cruces Home Builders Association. Joining the 
association is the key to unlocking the potential of  your business. You 
will meet other members with common interests that will allow you to 
exchange ideas, further your education, and help develop policies that 
will help your business thrive. Membership has the power to increase 
the visibility of  your business and help you to develop the skills and 
gain the knowledge you’ll need to succeed. This year our President, 
Ben Beard, with Red Cliff  Homes, has continued our focus to education 
for our members with a free monthly education class, and by partner-
ing with the Las Cruces Public Schools and getting our local youth 
involved in skilled trades. With this, I would also like to recognize our 
Membership Chair, Jessica Spires, with Las Cruces Abstract & Title 
Co., she is always looking for more ways to benefit our members! And, 
of  course, to our Board of  Directors, you ROCK! Thank you for your 
continued support for both the industry and the association!

Benefits of Joining the LCHBA:
 Free Monthly Education Classes
 Power Advocacy & Representation
 Access to NAHB’s Team Expert Advisors
 Critical Industry News & Information
 Valuable Member Discounts
 Awards & Community Recognition
 Participate/Support Our Many Great Networking Events
Our events that will be happening this year is our Casa for a Cause, 

formerly known as the Anniversary House, our Spring Golf  Tourna-
ment, Showcase of  Homes, the Jackalope Cup, Build My Future, and 
we are in the process of  trying to put together a few more events that 
will benefit our members as well.

If  you would like more information on any of  the above, please con-
tact me at 575.993.9288 or nicole@lchba.com. I would love to talk to you!

Nicole Black
Executive Officer

Las Cruces
Home Builders

Association



For the 14 months 
since March 2020, 
Americans have 

spent more time in their 
homes since, well, since 
ever.

The pandemic canceled 
all our events and quar-
antined us in our houses.

All that time in our 
homes has had its ben-
efits and its drawbacks, 
but in many ways it 
changed the way we 
look at our homes, even 
changed the relationship 
we have with them.

Many of  us already had 
home offices but, sud-

denly, through the magic 
of  Zoom, those offices 
were on display for people 
to see. 

Many of  our homes 
became our children’s 
classrooms as well.

And when we needed 
to get away, but couldn’t, 
we found a part of  our 

own home to become our 
getaway. Maybe it was the 
patio. Maybe the porch, or 

maybe an extra bedroom 
turned into a study.

Now, after we’ve re-as-
sessed our living spaces, 
there’s a chance to re-
form and re-shape them 
into our new, altered 
image.

In this Las Cruces Bul-
letin Home Improvement 
Guide, we offer several 
ideas for things you could 
do to your home. You 
may get some direct leads 
through these articles 
and advertisements. Or 
maybe the ideas will 
combine and create some-
thing new.

Even if  you’re one of  
the many people who has 
purchased a new home, 
or are about to, there are 
plenty of  great ideas here 
on how to decorate your 
new address, from front 
to back, from bottom to 
top. 

Home is indeed where 
the heart is, and pan-
demic or not, we all 
spend a lot of  time in our 
houses.

We should make them 
look and feel like places 
where our hearts feel at 
home.

Home, office, classroom? Pandemic drives homeowners to examine decor

By MIKE COOK
Las Cruces Bulletin

The membership of  Las Cruces 
Home Builders Association (LCHBA) 
includes a lot more than just contrac-
tors who build new homes.

Need a plumbing contractor? 
LCHBA’s directory includes 22. What 
about flooring? There are eight on the 
list. Heating and air conditioning? 
Choose from 16. Electrical? There 
are 19 to pick from. Carpentry work? 
There are 18. 

There are painters, mortgage 
companies, landscapers, insurance 
agents, excavation companies, a fram-
ing contractor, real estate agents, 
solar products, stonework, roofing, 
security, utilities, welding, windows, 

bathroom remodeling, accounting, 
drainage and ponding, concrete work, 
cabinetry, commercial banking and 
more in the listing.

Contractors complete an applica-
tion process through the National 
Association of  Home Builders to be 
included in the list and must be op-
erating a business that is within the 
building industry, said LCHBA Execu-
tive Officer Nicole Black. 

If  you are thinking of  a home reno-
vation project, she recommends you 
check out the directory and choose 
from among the general contractors 
listed or one or more of  the sub-cate-
gories to select the company that best 
fits your needs.

Because “the industry is doing so 

Home Builders’ directory a great resource

RICHARD
COLTHARP
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“Home, is where 
I want to be, But I 
guess I'm already 

there …”
̶ Talking Heads, 1982
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Aguirre Drywall handing sheetrock in a Red Cliff Home.

By MIKE COOK
Las Cruces Bulletin

There are some great 
resources for home im-
provements listed on the 
Las Cruces Home Build-
ers Association (LCHBA) 
website: https://lchba.
com/. Just click on “Di-
rectory” at the top of  the 
page. The directory has 
everything from bath 
remodeling and building 
materials to heating/air 
conditioning to roofing 
and windows.

But if  you ask Red 
Cliff  Homes founder Ben 
Beard, he will recom-
mend that you consider 
buying a new home 
rather than fixing up an 
existing one.

You can “buy a home to 

live in or a proj-
ect to live in,” 
said Beard, 
who is 
LCHBA 
president. 

People 
who think 
they will 
save money 
on a do-it-
yourself  
project don’t 
realize how 
many trips they will have 
to make to home improve-
ment stores, Beard said, 
or how many decisions 
they will have to make 
about the projects they 
buy – a garage-door 
opener for example.

As a builder, Beard 
said, “I’m not making 
people make that choice. 

I’m just going to 
include it.”

Do-it-
yourself  
and reno-
vation 
projects 
can also 

be very 
expensive 

and create 
“dust and 
mess and 
things take 

longer than they should,” 
he said.

“You might as well buy 
a new home instead of  
fixing up an old home that 
has a problem,” he said.

And right now is a 
great time to invest in a 
home or home improve-
ment, Beard said. 

“I think it’s a fantastic 

time,” he said. “You can’t 
beat the interest rates now. 
It’s definitely the time to 
invest in a project.”

If  a home owner de-
cides to go the home im-
provement route, Beard 
said the LCHBA directory 
is a great resources. 

“We vet our member-
ship every month,” he 
said, which means the list 
is comprised of  “excellent 
quality contractors.” And, 
he said, LCHBA Execu-
tive Officer Nicole Black 
can answer any home im-
provement questions that 
homeowners may have.

Beard, who has a bach-
elor of  science degree 
in construction man-
agement from Brigham 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BEN BEARD

LC builders offer quality improvement

SEE RED CLIFF, PAGE 6

COURTESY PHOTO
Ben Beard
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PROUDLY SERVING LAS CRUCES S INCE 1977

Making Your Design Dreams Come True.

Kitchen & Bath Cabinets,
Countertops, Casework and more.

717 W. Organ
Las Cruces, NM • 575-526-2398 • www.antix-inc.com

Laminate: Formica & Wilsonar t
Solid Surface: Corian, 

Livingstone, Staron, Hi Macs, 
and others

Quartz: Corian, Caesarstone, 
Viatera, Del Terra, Silestone

Featuring Full Line of 
Counter Tops: 

Cabinet Lines Made 
in North America

Free quote and 20/20 design on cabinetry, in Las Cruces area.
Bring in a drawing and measurements of  countertops you want replaced.

Pick out material you like and we will provide you a quote.

Antix has been making Las Cruces look better one business 
or home at a time since 1977. We have consultants that would be 
happy to review your designs or help develop a new one.

Antix also carries a complete line of Hardware and Cabinet 
Convenience Products, like pull outs for your cabinets, or 
decorative pulls. Let Antix show you how to make your cabinet 
& storage space more user friendly.

Jamie Langan joins Antix as our cabinet specialist.
Marco Olivas is our commercial casework, laminate and solid 

surface countertop specialist. Tony Harris started the company 
in 1977 and works on various commercial projects. Joyce 
Delanoy is our business manager and countertop information 
specialist.

We invite you to visit our Showroom to see all the samples 
that are possible for your project. We provide free initial 
consultation and design for your projects in the Las Cruces area.

Antix is licensed and insured. We are a member of AWI and 
QCP certified program. We are the only company in Southern 
New Mexico with this affiliation. Our craftsmen and installers 
have over 250 years of combined experience.

THEY ARE ALWAYS UP TO “BUILDING” SOMETHING.



Young University, has 
done a lot of  home re-
pairs and improvements 
in addition to new-home 
construction. 

“I like to start from a 
clean slate,” he said, start-
ing with “a bare piece of  
dirt (and) you walk away 
a couple of  months later 
with a new home ready 
for someone to live in for 
the next 50 or 100 years.”

Beard said the Las Cru-
ces home-building mar-
ket “has stayed strong” 
throughout the pandemic.

“We were blessed,” he 
said. Being deemed an 
essential industry by the 
state allowed local build-
ers to continue working. 

A “very significant part 
of  our community relies 
on the construction indus-
try,” Beard said, including 
contractors, subcontrac-

tors, laborers, builders 
and “a lot of  families in 
Doña Ana County.”

“Then you think about 
all the ancillary indus-
tries,” he said, including 
real estate and home in-
spections. 

And speaking of  in-
spections, Beard said his 
“peace-of-mind guaran-
tee” means his company 
will pay up to $400 for a 
licensed, third-party in-
spection report to ensure 
“independently verified 
quality construction of  
your home.” 

Beard chose the name 
Red Cliff  Homes for his 
business after returning 

from a two-year mission for 
his church, as he and his 
family visited Lake Powell 
in southern Utah, accord-
ing to the company website.

“When I saw the blue 
water and red cliffs again, 
that's when I knew I was 
home,” he said. I still re-
member that feeling like 
it was yesterday … that 
feeling, the excitement, 
the anticipation, the love. 
That is what I want each 
of  our buyers to have 
about their very own Red 
Cliff  Home.”

After graduating from 
BYU in 2012, he moved 
to Las Cruces, working 
as a superintendent and 

purchasing manager 
for a local builder be-
fore launching Red Cliff  
Homes in 2017.

Beard is partnering with 
LCHBA to enhance techni-
cal education in Las Cru-
ces high schools, he said.

“We’re seeking to bring 
technical education to 
our young people so that 
they leave high school 
equipped with the skills 
they need to get high-
paying jobs in construc-
tion and other technical, 
hands-on career fields. 
Red Cliff  Homes donates 
a portion of  the sale of  
each of  its homes to the 
Las Cruces Technical 
Education Fund.

Being a homebuilder is 
“a fantastic career path,” 
Beard said.

Contact Red Cliff  
Homes at 575-323-1491 and 
info@redcliffhomes.com. 
Visit redcliffhomes.com.

RED CLIFF, CONTINUED 
FROM 5

A Sherwood Cabinets representative performing a quality 
inspection in a Red Cliff Home.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BEN BEARD
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AFTER

BEFORE

PULL OUT
DRAWERS

575-268-0001Free estimates, 
call us today! www.cabinetspecialties.net

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP

EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONALS

• REFINISH
• REPAINT
• REFACE
• NEW CABINETS
• COUNTERTOPS

Improve your 
kitchen and

WE OFFER TOTAL CABINET SOLUTIONS!
CABINET SPECIALTIES
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Text (575) 728-0454 to schedule 
an appointment at our newest community: 

Lenox North
HOMES STARTING in the $240s!

W W W . R E D C L I F F H O M E S . C O M



well,” Black said, it may 
take a little time to find 
an available contractor. 

If  you’re not sure what 
kind of  renovation proj-
ect you want, Black can 
help you figure out the 
best categories to look 
under. 

Visit https://lchba.
com/ and click on direc-
tory to find the list.

McGinley Construc-
tion, Inc.

One great example 
from among LCHBA’s 
listings is McGinley Con-
struction, Inc., which 
Kevin and Connie McGin-
ley started in 1978. The 
company can custom re-
model your current home 
or build you a new one. 

A former president of  
LCHBA, McGinley has 
been named builder of  
the year by both LCHBA 
and the New Mexico 

Home Builders Associa-
tions, and as remodeler 
of  the month by the 
National Home Builder 
Association. He also is 
founding chairman of  
LCHBA’s Remodeler's 
Council.

One of  McGinley’s most 
visible and impressive 
commercial remodeling 
projects is the work he did 
to completely renovate the 
historic Nestor Armijo 
House so it could be oc-
cupied by the Greater 
Las Cruces Chamber of  
Commerce in 2017. The 
house, at 1150 E. Lohman 
Ave., was built in 1870 and 
required great care in the 
renovation process.

McGinley said his 
prior experience with 
renovations at La Posta 
and other historic homes 
in the area helped guide 
work on the Armijo 
House. 

“Our team … had the 

highest respect for the 
home and took special 
interest in the property,” 
McGinley told LasCruces.
com.

“We are proud of  the 
longevity of  our team of  
handpicked, skilled sub-
contractors,” McGinley 
said on his own website 
(www.mcginley-construc-
tion.com). “We have been 
working with many of  
these individuals for over 
two decades, bringing you 
added confidence that 
your home is in the best 
of  hands.”

Contact McGinley Con-
struction at 575-523-9140 
and office@mcginley-
construction.com. 

Contact LCHBA Execu-
tive Officer Nicole Black 
at 575-526-6126 and ni-
cole@lchba.com, or visit 
the LCHBA office at 2825 
N. Main St.

DIRECTORY, CONTINUED 
FROM 4

A kitchen renovation.
PHOTOS ARE FROM WWW.MCGINLEY-CONSTRUCTION.COM
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ENJOY LIFE!
PROVIDING SHADE & REPLACING HAIL

DAMAGED AWNINGS
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Call us today for your complimentary 
design consultation and estimate.
Servicing all of New Mexico.

(575) 541-9486

Patio Wind & Solar Screens
displayed above

Shade Sails
Our Specialty
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THANKS FOR
VOTING US

SERVING LAS CRUCES & OUTLYING 
AREAS SINCE 2011, BRINGING 
29 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE FOR 

ALL YOUR COMMERCIAL OR 
RESIDENTIAL ROOFING NEEDS!

www.anthonysosaroofing.com  
575-288-5615  

Open 8 am – 5 pm M-F
asrroofcoat@yahoo.com 

Serving 
Las Cruces 

with quality, 
workmanship

“We would like readers to know that we take 
great pride in our work and love what we do,” 
says Mark Anthony Sosa, who founded Anthony 
Sosa Roofing & Construction in 2011 and has 29 
years of  roofing experience on all types of  roofs. 
“I started at a young age roofing with my family’s 
business in hopes of  one day starting my own 
company, which I did.” 

The core function of  Anthony Sosa Roofing is 
to serve Las Cruces and the surrounding areas 
with top quality and honest workmanship at a 
competitive price you can always depend on.  “We 
focus on making every customer happy and we do 
what we say we’re going to do,” Sosa said.  

Anthony Sosa Roofing & Construction is locally 
owned and operated right here in Las Cruces, 
employing anywhere from two to eight people, 
depending on current workloads. The business is 
open 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. Monday -Friday and reachable 
by phone, 575-288-5615 or email,  asrroofcoat@
yahoo.com. The website is www.anthonysosaroof-
ing.com and their Facebook page can be found by 
searching Anthony Sosa Roofing & Construction.

“Covid-19 has affected us in the way we do 
things every day, of  course,” Sosa said. “But we 
have found ways to still do the things we have al-
ways done by socially distancing, wearing masks, 
and sanitizing frequently.

“We would like to thank Las Cruces and every-
one who voted for Anthony Sosa Roofing & Con-
struction!”



Solar screens can help your home stay cool in hot sun
By RICHARD COLTHARP
Las Cruces Bulletin

Ever notice how Las 
Crucens scramble in a 
parking lot to find the 
shadiest spaces?

People know how car 
windows can intensify 
the summer sun and how 
much shade can help.

The same thing hap-
pens to the windows on 
your home.

Unless you have an 
RV, you can’t easily 
move your home under 
a shade tree. But Bobby 
Joe McTeigue has an even 
better solution: solar 
screens for your windows.

“As much as 80 percent 
of  the heat in your home 
comes from the win-
dows,” said McTeigue, of  
McTeigue Solar Screens. 
His company’s solution for 

the heat loss is Phifer Sun-
tex exterior sun control 
fabrics, specially designed 
to block light and heat.

 The attractive fabrics, 
which have a 10-year war-
ranty, cover the entire 
window and can either 
match or complement the 
home’s exterior colors.

By using the screens, 
“the University of  Texas 
estimates utility savings 

of  32 percent,” McTeigue 
said. “Because the screens 
can reduce temperatures 
up to 15 degrees, you don’t 
need to run your air con-
ditioning as much.”

McTeigue creates light-
weight but sturdy alumi-
num frames to hold the 
screens, then mounts them 
on the windows. Mitred 
metal corners provide a 
solid frame and durability. 

McTeigue can fit screens 
for arches and other un-
usual window shapes. 
There are six different col-
ors available, from light to 
dark, to go with your home 
as you prefer.

There are more advan-
tages in addition to keep-
ing your home cooler.

“It also cuts the glare 
from the sun for your TV 
and computer screens,” 
McTeigue said. “They 
also provide good daytime 
privacy. People can’t see 
in, but you can still see 
out. And they protect fur-
niture and drapes from 
sun damage.”

They also protect your 
body from sun damage, 
which is why the Mela-
noma International Foun-
dation has endorsed the 
product.

Depending on how 
many windows your 
home has, and the size 
and shape of  the win-
dows, an installation can 
cost as little as $200 or as 
much as $4,000. McTeigue 
requires half  the pay-
ment at agreement and 
the second half  after 
installation is complete, 
which typically takes 
about two weeks. 

Discounts are available 
for military members, 
veterans, teachers and 
first responders.

The screens won’t mold 
or deteriorate and are 
easily cleaned with soap 
and water.

They are also print-
able. So if  you’d like your 
company logo, your alma 
mater or your favorite 
sports team emblem on 
the screen, you can have it 
at your home or business.

There are screen op-
tions for sliding glass 
doors, as well as roll-
down screens.

The roll-down screens 
can be indoors, or on a 
patio or pool area. It could 
be the ideal feature for 
gazebos or restaurants to 
block severe sunlight at 
certain times of  day. 

McTeigue can also cre-
ate screens for mobile 
homes, RVs, campers or 
even car windows to block 
the sun for babies or pets.

“They can give your 
house a cleaner outside 
look and make you feel 
cooler and more comfort-
able inside,” McTeigue 
said.

Bobby Joe McTeigue of McTeigue Solar Screens holds one of 
the framed screens that can greatly reduce heat and glare 
coming through your home.

COURTESY PHOTOS

This before-and-after comparison illustrates the reduction of 
glare on your windows after adding solar screens.
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McTeigue Solar Screens

Bobby Joe McTeigue • 575-937-3234
mcteiguesolarscreens@yahoo.com

Blocks 80-90% of the Sun’s Hot Rays

Discounts for Military, Teachers and First Responders

• Pet Resistant
• Extremely Durable
• Offers Excellent Outward Visibility
• Allows Good Ventilation
• Provides Insect Protection
• Suntex 90 is MIF Approved



Western Stoves and Fireplaces offers ideas for your backyard
By DAVE BURGE
Las Cruces Bulletin

If  you don’t want to 
spend a lot of  money 
doing construction work 
on your backyard, West-
ern Stoves and Fireplaces 
has a few quick ideas that 
can give your home a 
brand-new look and feel.

One of  the most 
popular additions to a 
backyard is a Traeger 
pellet-burning grill, said 
Audree Smith, project 
manager at Western 
Stoves and Fireplaces in 
Las Cruces.

Traeger grills range 
from $899 to $1,499 and 
work like a convection 
oven, Smith said.

“They have a blower 
that circulates the heat 
around your food, so you 
get a real even cook,” she 

said. “It uses smoke to 
add flavor. You can bake 
in it, grill in it, cook in it 
and even do a little bit of  
a boil in it.”

This is a quick way of  
adding a new wrinkle to 
your backyard and mak-
ing the summer months 
that much more enjoy-
able.

“People want to go out-
side and use it,” Smith 
said.

Traeger also has a web 
site, www.traegergrills.
com, that has complete 
recipes including the type 
of  pellets, sauces and 
rubs to use.

“They are really popu-
lar,” Smith said. “Traeger 
is one of  those brands 
that have a cult follow-
ing.”

Western Stoves and 
Fireplaces also carries 

outdoor fire pits of  differ-
ent shapes and sizes that 
can give your outdoor 
area a different look and 
feel as well.

Prices range from $899 
and up.

The locally owned 
business also carries 
pizza ovens for indoor or 
outdoor use. Pizza ovens 
start at $2,399.

These are just a few 
quick things homeown-
ers can do to give their 
outdoor space an updated 
and fun feel for the sum-
mer, Smith said.

Western Stoves and 
Fireplaces is located at 
1103 E. Lohman. Hours 
are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday, with 
occasional Saturday 
hours during the winter. 
Information: 575-526-5380.

BULLETIN PHOTOS BY DAVE BURGE

Traeger pellet-burning grills are a popular item that 
can turn your outdoor area into a more festive place 
to be.

Western Stoves and Fireplaces has a 
variety of pizza ovens that can turn 
your outdoor area into a fun place to 
be this summer.

Outdoor gas fire pits come in 
different shapes and sizes at 
Western Stoves and Fireplaces.
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Lobby Hours – 9am - 3pm Monday thru Friday
Drive Up Hours – 8am - 6pm Monday thru Friday, 9am - 12 Saturday

Coming soon for your convenience! 
Our new branch located at 920 Motel Blvd. Opening Fall of 2021. 

We look forward to serving you!

 You have questions, 
we have solutions, let us help.

NMLS ID 411425

3000 E Lohman Avenue, 
Las Cruces, NM 88011

575-556-3000
www.firstnewmexicobanklc.com



Design trends move toward earth tones and textures
By RICHARD COLTHARP
Las Cruces Bulletin

“People want their 
homes to be simple, but 
warm and inviting,” Jan 
McClure said. “They 
want their house to feel 
safe, so they’re bringing 
some of  nature inside.”

That explains why cur-
rent interior design trends 
are moving toward earth-
tone colors and textures.

McClure has spent her 
career designing interiors, 
representing furniture 
manufacturers, setting up 
visual displays for stores, 
and even writing about 
interior decorating. She 
currently represents Ash-
ley Furniture, and does 
work for Ashley stores in 
New Mexico and El Paso. 
Up until last year, she’d 
seen it all.

Except a global pan-
demic.

And now she’s seen that.
The extra time people 

have spent in their homes 
the last 14 months has in-
stilled a desire to reduce 
stress and be more com-
fortable. That has led to 
increased interest in sim-
pler, modern furniture 
and decorations.

“People want cleaner 
lines in their home to 
make it more peaceful 
and relaxing,” McClure 
said. “Grays were such 
a trend for the past few 
years, but now we’re see-
ing people wanting more 
browns, more earth tones 
since the pandemic.”

In addition to color 
changes, McClure said 
the pandemic has brought 
changes in the way people 
look at furniture. Since 

our homes have served 
multiple purposes (offices, 
classrooms, workout facili-
ties) during the pandemic, 
we’re seeking diversity in 
our furniture as well.

“People want bookcases 
that also serve as sofa ta-
bles,” she said. “Or desks 
that can also be an entry-
way table. Or ottomans 
with storage.”

Due to disrupted supply 
chains, furniture can take 
as long as three to six 
months to arrive.

So while people are 
waiting on their furni-
ture, they are sprucing 
up their living areas with 
accessories.

The earthy trend is con-
tinuing with accessories, 
McClure said. 

Whitewashed clay pots, 
plants, rustic art and rugs 
are very popular.

In the kitchens, “I see 
people changing out their 
hanging lights,” McClure 
said.

Out are the shiny, 
glossy pendant lights.  In 
are wicker shades and 
Bauhaus styles.

Homeowners are going 
with lighter-colored cabi-
nets on top, and brighter-
colored cabinets on 

bottom. People also are 
painting their cabinets.

The bedrooms are fol-
lowing the themes of  
relaxed, uncluttered and 
uncomplicated. People 
are changing out mat-
tresses and getting new 
comforters.

“They’re getting rugs, 
making it very peaceful, 
nothing busy, not a lot of  
patterns,” McClure said.

“Outdoor living has 
become a huge trend be-
cause the space is wide 
open; it’s an empty box,” 
she said. “It’s a way you 
can expand your total 
living space. We’re also 
seeing sectionals in the 
outdoor space, firepits 
and almost anything you 
might find in an indoor 
living space.”

An important consider-
ation, McClure said, in cre-

ating outdoor living spaces, 
is the position of  the sun.

“You need to think 
about how the sun faces 
your furniture,” she said. 
“It’s different in summer 
than in winter.”

And while modern 
fabric technology is more 
weather and sun-resistant, 
the sun position is still im-
portant when considering 
heat, glare and other fac-
tors that affect the people 
who’ll be using the space.

No matter how you 
decorate or modify your 
home, the first consider-
ation should always be 
the people living there, 
and how it can enhance 
their day-to-day lives, Mc-
Clure said.

“Home is where memo-
ries begin,” she said. “And 
that’s become very impor-
tant to people right now.”

COURTESY PHOTO
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BRING HOME AN 
AMERICAN TRADITION

If you own a pool table or you’re looking to buy one, 
Olhausen is the place to go in Las Cruces, where we’ve 

been “The Best in Billiards” since 1948.

We can recover, repair or assemble your table, 
no matter what brand. Or you can custom order a 

brand-new one. 

We also have shuffleboard, foosball, darts and all 
the accessories for your rec room. And don’t forget you 

can swing by Olhausen and play a game or two 
at Jerry’s Rack Room.

2255 E. Lohman Ave.
575-524-4337

Facebook.com/olhausenlascruces

Las Cruces owned 
Made in the USA

Buy now
for Christmas

delivery!



Wild Birds Unlimited can help you turn your yard into a mini-park
By DAVE BURGE
Las Cruces Bulletin

One local retailer can 
help you turn your back-
yard into a mini-wildlife 
refuge or park for your 
favorite birds.

Wild Birds Unlimited in 
Las Cruces sells bird feed-
ers and the feed to goes 
in them, bird baths, bird 
houses, decorations and 
other things that can help 
you quickly transform the 
look of your outdoor space.

The store, owned and 
operated by Kristi Lane, 
also has wind chimes that 
can give your house a 
nice airy, peaceful feeling.

“To attract the color 
and sound of  birds to 
your backyard, you can 
provide food, water, shel-
ter and a place to raise 
their young,” Lane said.

“We have bird baths. We 
have feeders for all sorts 
of  different types of  birds 
in the area. All of  our bird 
feed is made for birds in 
the region,” she added.

Bird feeders can range 
from a shallow dish you 
put on the ground to the 
more elaborate, Lane said.

Wild Birds Unlimited 

also has parts you can 
buy to build your own 
bird feeder from scratch. 

“We have all the parts. 
We can build it for you 
here in the store so you 
know what it will look like 
when you get home,” Lane 
said. “It is really easy to 
set up in your yard.”

They even have feed-
ers designed for different 
species of  orioles which 
migrate through the area 
in April and May.

Bird baths range from 
plastic to stone and come 
in a variety of  prices.

“It depends on the look 
you want in our back-
yard,” Lane said.

The store also has dif-
ferent houses designed for 
specific species of  birds. 
They even have houses that 
can accommodate bats.

Even adding some na-

tive grasses and plants 
to your yard can make it 
more inviting for birds, 
Lane said.

“They nest in bushes,” 
Lane said. “If you plant na-
tive plants in your yard, that 
helps birds out. It provides 
them shelter and provides 
them a place to raise their 
young. A lot of  our birds 
aren’t used to having trees 
with cavities for nesting.”

One popular bird house 
has a flat area, three sides 
and a roof  to provide 
birds with protection 
from wind and rain.

Adding a bird feeder, 
bird house or bird bath 
can give your backyard a 
quick and easy makeover, 
Lane said.

“It is something every-
one can do, everywhere,” 
she said. “Birds are every-
where. You can start small 

and get bigger and more 
elaborate as you want to.”

Wild Birds Unlim-
ited is located at 2001 
E. Lohman, Suite 130. 
Hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Monday through Friday, 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday 
and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sun-
day. Information: 575-523-
5489 or www.wbu.com/
lascruces.

Wild Birds Unlimited sells a wide variety of bird feed, bird 
feeders, bird baths, bird houses and decorations that can help 
liven up your backyard.

BULLETIN PHOTOS BY DAVE BURGE

Bird baths can range from 
a simple plastic dish to stone.
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Eddie DeArmond
Main Branch

505 S. Main St.
Las Cruces, NM
NMLS ID 803168

575-528-6320

Latson Munn
Main Branch

505 S. Main St.
Las Cruces, NM
NMLS ID 867055

575-647-4122

Meghan Quinones
University Branch

3065 E. University Ave.
Las Cruces, NM

NMLS ID 1002030
575-647-6714

Gabe Garcia
El Paso Branch 

2500 N. Mesa St. STE A
El Paso, TX

NMLS ID 639375
915-637-7750

Bringing You Home.
Hometown Mortgages From Your Hometown Bank

Apply Online Today Fast. Simple. Convenient. 

www.citizenslc.com

2001 E Lohman, Suite 130, Las Cruces, NM 88001
(575) 523-5489 • www.wbu.com/lascruces

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS

FREE

Attract All 
the Birds for 
Under $15
The all-in-one 
feeder that attracts 
them all with seed, 
suet, nuts and fruit.

•  Great for First  
Time Bird Feeders

•  Great Additions to 
Your Existing Setup

Flying Start*
Combo

Feeder ($9 Value) with purchase  
of 3 Stackables* for $14.97

* Valid only at the store listed below. Offer not valid 
on previous purchases; one per person.



Got home landscaping plans? 
Consulting a pro a good rule of (green) thumb

By MIKE COOK
Las Cruces Bulletin

So, your home improve-
ment plans are focused 
on landscaping your yard, 
or at least part of  it.

Do you know what kind 
of  soil you have? Do you 
know what’s buried in your 
yard – chunks of  cement, 
nails, dead leaves or other 
junk? Are there grubs, 
beetles or other parasites?

What about slope? 
Drainage? Irrigation? Cli-
mate? Wind?

Do you know what 
kinds of  trees or shrubs 
you want to plant? Which 
ones are adapted to the 
desert environment and 
are low-water and low-
maintenance? How deep 
should you plant? What 
fertilizer should you use, 
and how much?

What kind of  sod is best 
for your yard? 

Do you know why boul-
ders are important to 
landscaping? What land-
scaping rock to use, and 

which color?  
What about installing a 

rock wall or a fountain?
“There are a million 

and one questions you 
want to ask,” Desert 
Siren Landscape Design, 
LLC owner Erik LeDuc 
said. And often, a home-
owner with no experience 
in landscaping won’t even 
know the right questions 
to ask, let alone the an-
swers, he said.

LeDuc’s advice? Consult 
a professional to get all 
your questions answered, 
find a design that works 
for you and get the job 
done right the first time.

LeDuc and his wife, 
Caitlin, started Desert 
Siren Landscape Design 
in late 2019 and have 
completed a wide range 
of  landscaping projects 
across the area’s multiple 
climate zones.

The LeDucs work with 
their clients to create a 
master plan for every kind 
of  landscaping project. 
They recommend a mini-

mum budget of  at least 
$2,000-$3,000, although 
some small projects like 
building and installing a 
raised garden box won’t 
be that expensive.

The LeDucs have a lot 
of  experience with xeri-
scaping and rockscaping, 
and they can advise you 
on a wide range of  trees, 
plants and flowers that 
will thrive in Picacho 
Hills, the Telshor area, the 
North Valley or any other 
part of  the community.

“I try to find what fits 
best,” Erik LaDuc said. 

They can install a 
fountain or a complete 
irrigation system, lay a 
flagstone path and can 
turn an enclosed back 
yard “into an oasis,” he 
said. And, they can help 
create a low- or even no-
maintenance, low water, 
colorful-all-year yard. 
And their work goes 
“far beyond just plants,” 
LaDuc said. “I love doing 
rock work and boulders.”

The LaDucs do much 
of  the work themselves, 
but they also consult and 
subcontract with “other ex-
perts in the field,” he said.

In addition to a wide 

range of  desert plants, 
LaDuc said he is very 
fond of  fruit trees, and 
many do well in the Las 
Cruces environment, in-
cluding peach, pear, apple 
and quince trees as well 
as cherries and figs. 

Contact Desert Siren 
Landscaping at 575-386-
3316 and caitileduc@gmail.
com. Visit www.facebook.
com/DesertSirenLD.

County horticulture agent: 
Learn about irrigation, soil

Water is “the hardest 
concept for people to 
understand,” said New 
Mexico State University 
Cooperative Extension 
Service (CES) Doña Ana 
County Horticulture 
Agent Jeff  Anderson. 

A native cottonwood 
tree can take 250 gallons 
of  water a day, he said. 
An ash tree can take 125 
gallons. An Italian cy-
press can thrive on three-
quarters of  a gallon of  
water a day. 

The kind of soil you have 
– sandy to clay – also im-
pacts how much water you 
will use, Anderson said.

Desert adaptive trees 
and plants are the way to 

go, he said, although that 
doesn’t always mean ones 
that are native to the Chi-
huahua Desert. The red 
push pistache, for exam-
ple, is non-native but very 
drought tolerant, beauti-
ful and a shade giver. 

Anderson’s advice 
to would-be landscap-
ers is to do the research 
and find out what trees 
and shrubs best fit their 
plans, considering size, 
location in the yard, 
wind, shade canopy, irri-
gation and other issues. 

The City of  Las Cruces 
website, https://azsf.
az.gov/sites/default/
files/files/forestry/ucf/
Desert-Canopy-LCR-fact-
sheet.pdf, is a good place 
to start. The city even has 
a community forester, 
Jimmy Zabriskie, and a 
tree steward program. 
Visit www.las-cruces.org/
CivicAlerts.aspx?AID= 
934&ARC=1385.

Home vegetable gardens
NMSU CES created the 

Seed to Supper program 
in 2019 in three New 
Mexico counties, featur-
ing Ideas for Cooking and 
Nutrition (ICAN). Plans to 

expand the program were 
interrupted by Covid-19, 
but CES is now offering a 
new spring online course 
that takes participants 
from planning a garden 
all the way to harvest. 
Participants can either en-
roll in a weekly course or 
take the self-paced course.

ICAN food system 
specialist Sally Cassady 
said the Seed to Supper 
program also has a pri-
vate Facebook group for 
participants, where they 
can share photos of  their 
gardens and offer items 
to others in their area.

 Cassady said a com-
mon mistake people make 
when attempting to create 
container gardens is using 
regular garden soil instead 
of  potting soil. Another 
mistake she sees is people 
not fertilizing their con-
tainer gardens enough.

“Garden soil is not 
broken down enough to 
hold moisture well, and 
the nutrients are hard 
to access in containers,” 
Cassady said. “I suggest 
starting really small. 
Grow something in a little 
pot, great creative and use 
things you have around 
the house to start.”

 Cassady also suggests 
starting out with growing 
lettuce, an easy vegetable 
for beginners to grow. Be-
ginner gardeners should 
also spend time research-
ing their potential new 
hobby, she said.

Visit https://aces.nmsu. 
edu/pubs/_circulars/ 
CR457/welcome.html.

For more information 
on the Seed to Supper 
program or to register, 
visit https://ican.nmsu.
edu/seedtosupper.html.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ERIK AND CAITLIN LEDUC, DESERT SIREN LANDSCAPE DESIGN, LLC

Young plants will have a solid spring start to begin their growth before summer heat, and a 
substantial gravel depth helps to insulate against water loss.

Red yucca flank a stickly Mexican Bird of Paradise amid stone 
designs. The regionally native plants produce vibrant blooms 
in red and orange hues, respectively.
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NM LIC. #010830
TX LIC. #TACLA021079C

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
More than 60 years of combined 

plumbing experience

924 W. Picacho Ave.
www.metalcraftco.com

NM License # 010830
Tx lic. #TACLA021079C

Commercial & Residential
• New Construction • Remodels 

• Service & Repairs • Tankless Water Heaters  
• Water Treatment Systems 

• Underground Leaks • Circulating Pumps 
• Natural Gas • And More

The plumbing division at Metal Craft was established in 2018 as an extension of the already popular services the Metal Craft 
family has been providing in Las Cruces since 1963. The business was originally founded as a family-owned welding shop on 
Picacho Avenue. Fast forward, the business now occupies over 20,000 square feet, including a warehouse, fabrication shop and 
offices. In addition to providing heating, ventilation and air conditioning installation and service, Metal Craft Plumbing offers the 
same standards of professionalism and over 65 years of combined plumbing experience.

“I started plumbing in 1995 and obtained my journeyman plumbers license a couple of years later. In 2008, I received my 
Plumbing and Gas Contractors license. I am also licensed in the State of Texas as a Master Plumber. I am the Plumbing 
Contractor at Metal Craft Co.

Metal Craft Plumbing
Derris Greene, Plumbing Vice President



By MIKE COOK
Las Cruces Bulletin

Petunias, geraniums, palm trees, oh my!
Color Your World Guzman’s Garden 

Centers have all kinds of  hearty and beau-
tiful flowering plants in a wide array of  
brilliant colors, rose bushes, herbs, hang-
ing baskets, house plants, shrubs and trees 
for your summer garden.

They even have very colorful goldfish 
helping to show off  their pond and tanks. 

The staff  can help you find what you 
need and give you advice on planting and 
care of  your plants. They also have garden 
tools, along with gnomes, windchimes and 
many other outdoor decorative items, and 
outdoor patio furniture.

There are two locations: Color Your 
World Nursery, 540 N. Telshor Blvd. (575 
521-0496), and Guzman’s Greenhouse, 270 
Avenida de Mesilla (575 523-1520). 

Summer hours are 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon-
day-Saturday and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday.

Summer gardening? Guzman’s has it all

BULLETIN PHOTOS BY MIKE COOK
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COLOR YOUR WORLD
540 N. Telshor Blvd.

575-521-0496

COLOR 
YOUR WORLD

GUZMANSGREENHOUSE.COM

Our misson is to help you 
find the right plants and trees 

for your particular needs.

Visit us!

GUZMAN’S GREENHOUSE
270 Ave. de Mesilla

575-523-1520



Before you dive into a pool, consider a hot tub or swim spa
By MIKE COOK
Las Cruces Bulletin

Thinking about how 
wonderful it would be 
to have a pool this sum-
mer but concerned about 
the cost of  building and 
maintaining it and what 
the construction might do 
to your back yard?

Pool Tech Plus of  Las 
Cruces co-owner Jay 
Jarden suggests you con-
sider a hot tub or a swim 
spa instead.

“We have something for 
everybody,” said Jarden, 
who opened Pool Tech 
Plus with partner Bryan 
Taylor in 2000.

A hot tub costs about 
$9,000-$15,000 to build 
and install and about $20 
a month in energy costs, 
Jarden said. And all you 
need is a concrete slab on a 

patio or in your yard for a 
portable, free-standing hot 
tub to rest on, he said. In-
stallation is done in one day.

A swim spa is larger 
than a hot tub and offers 
a large body of  water 
with a current that blows 
at one end “so that you 
can swim in place,” 
Jarden said. It offers hy-
drotherapy, swimming 
and aquatic exercise.

“A lot of  people are 
choosing those over a 

pool because they too in-
stall in one day,” Jarden 
said, “you don’t have to 
tear up the back yard, 
and it gets people swim-
ming for about half  the 
cost of  a pool.”

The monthly energy 
cost for a swim spa is 
about $40, he said. 

Pool Tech has five-six 
different sizes of  swim 
spas, including the Mi-
chael Phelps signature 
model, Jarden said. The 

most common size for 
a swim spa is eight feet 
wide by 15 feet long and 
four-five feet deep, he said.  
Prices range from $25,000-
$30,000, which Jarden said 
is about half  the price of  
an in-ground pool.

If  you order an in-stock 
hot tub or swim spa model, 
he said, you could be using 
it within a month.

“We’ve got people who 
are competitive swim-
mers who have got a 
swim spa,” Jarden said. 
“Some people buy them 
just to have fun.”

Another advantage of  a 
hot tub or swim spa over 
an in-ground pool is that, 
if  you move, you can take 
it with you, Jarden said.

The best way to decide 
the hot tub or swim spa 
model that is right for you 
is to visit the Pool Tech 

Plus showroom, 2331 E. 
Lohman Ave., Jarden 
said. “Come to the store 
first, look at the products, 
get a budget in mind,” he 
said. Then, someone from 
the Pool Tech Plus staff  
can visit your home for a 
free consultation before 
you place an order.

The company also has 
all supplies for inground 
and above ground pools, 
hot tubs and swim spas.

Pool Tech Plus is open 

8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Saturday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Sunday. Call 575-524-4633. 
Visit https://pooltechp-
lus.com/.

For above-ground pools, 
visit or contact Discount 
Pools and Spas, 111 S. 
Roadrunner Pkwy., 575-
523-4144. The business 
is open 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Saturday, noon-4 
p.m. Sunday.

PHOTO IS FROM WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/POOLTECHPLUS PHOTO IS FROM HTTPS://POOLTECHPLUS.COM/
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We’ve Got your 
Windows Covered!

2310 N. Temple • 526-2880
www.SpringCrestNM.com

2310 N. Temple • 526-2880
www.SpringCrestNM.com

Call us to set up an appt to 
visit our showroom and view 
the wide selection of window 
coverings, draperies, bedding 

and custom furniture 
selections to choose from.
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Bathroom Remodeling 
Made E�ortless

Schedule your free in-home design consultation today. 

7500 N Mesa St #208, El Paso, TX 79912

915-974-1151

$500 OFF
Tub or Shower Remodel

Not to be combined with any other o�er.  Expires 12/31/2021



Fighting weeds? Make sure the plants you want are thriving
Tips from NMSU weed specialst

By MIKE COOK
Las Cruces Bulletin

One of  the best ways 
to fight weeds in your 
garden is to make sure 
your desirable plants are 
thriving.

The healthier the desir-
able plant is, the more 
space it takes up and 
the more robust its root 
system, said New Mexico 
State University Weed 
Specialist and assistant 
professor Leslie Beck, 
Ph.D. That makes it more 
difficult for undesirable 
plants – better known as 
weeds, and sometimes 
called pests – to germinate 
and grow in the same 
area.

Any strategy a home 

gardener uses for control-
ling weeds should start 
with the correct identi-
fication of  the weed or 
weeds he or she is dealing 
with, Beck said. Is it a 
Russian thistle? African 
rue? Field bind weed? Or 
one of  many other un-
desirables found in local 
soils?

The NMSU Cooperative 
Extension Service (CES) 
has an office in each of  
New Mexico’s 33 counties, 
and that’s the best place to 
start for weed identifica-
tion, she said. Beck is the 
director of  NMSU’s Plant 
Diagnostic Clinic, which 
is the next step if  a county 
CES office can’t find the 
answer. 

The New Mexico De-

partment of  Agriculture 
has a list of  noxious weeds 
that are prevalent in New 
Mexico at www.nmda.
nmsu.edu/nmda-homep-
age/divisions/apr/nox-
ious-weed-information/. 
(Scroll down and click 
on “Noxious Weed Memo 
and List (updated June 
2020).” The site can help 
you identify the weeds 
you have and other, highly 
invasive weeds to watch 
out for so you can prevent 
their spread.

Once you know what 
type of  weed you’re deal-
ing with, you can begin 
an integrated pest man-
agement (IPM) plan to 
control it, Beck said. An NMSU Weed Specialist Leslie Beck and summer NMSU Cooperative Extension Service intern 

Patrick Kenney observe one of the weeds in Beck’s demonstration garden. 

PHOTO BY NMSU COMMUNICATIONS

SEE WEEDS PAGE 20
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Reserve your copy for free home deliver in the Las Cruces area by contacting Bulletin Distribution Manager Teresa Tolonen at 
teresa@lascrucesbulletin.com. Or call 575-524-8061. You can also come by our offices at 1740-A Calle de Mercado to pick one up. 

If you don’t live in the area, mail copies are available for $4, or visit us online at www.lascrucesbulletin.com.

Life is Good in Las Cruces!
How good is life in Las Cruces? Just count the ways!

Whether you’ve been in Las Cruces for 5 minutes or 5 decades, this 
comprehensive community & visitors guide is your handbook for living 
in the Mesilla Valley.

Learn about all the things to do and places to see in our area. From arts & 
culture, to kids & family, to health & well-being, to wining & dining, to all the 
wonderful outdoor opportunities in our backyard, it’s all in this publication. 
The 2021 edition is available free on local newsstands, or see below how to 
get one in your hands.

Life is good!

2021 VISITOR & COMMUNITY GUIDE



IPM might include pull-
ing weeds by hand or re-
moving them with a hoe, 
shovel or some other hand 
tool; using a pre-emergent 
and/or an organic or tra-
ditional herbicide; and/or 
installing mulch, gravel 
or some other type of  
groundcover.

An IPM can help you 
determine the best time 
to target weed manage-
ment based on the biology 

of  the weed, Beck said. 
You will want to attack 
the weed when it is ac-
tively growing, she said, 
because that causes the 
most injury to the plant. 
And, “the younger they 
are, the easier they are to 
control,” Beck said.

In weed management, 
the goal is “to be more 
proactive and less reac-
tive,” she said. 

There are always weed 
seeds in the ground 
waiting for the right con-
ditions – weather and sea-
sonal conditions, rainfall 
and irrigation – to germi-
nate, Beck said.

For example, weeds 
move more of  their avail-
able nutrients to their root 
systems in late September 
and throughout October 
and November as they 
prepare for winter, she 
said. If  you interfere with 
the root system at that 
point, there is a better 

chance of  destroying the 
weed.

“Weeds are always 
there,” Beck said. “It’s job 
security,” she said, and 
“it’s always interesting.”

Beck even has a weed 
garden that she uses to 
learn more about all kinds 
of  weeds that her clients 
encounter.

Beck’s favorite weed? 
Bermuda grass. 

It has “very obvious 
benefits” if  you’re start-
ing a lawn, she said, but is 
also a difficult-to-control 
undesirable if  you’re not.

Here are some other 
weed-control tips from 
Beck:

• Check the bottoms of  
your shoes or boots and 
the laces, and the bottoms 
of  your pants, includ-
ing cuffs, after you come 
home from a hike to make 
sure you aren’t bringing 
seeds from some undesir-
able plant into your yard.

• Buy certified plant 
and grass seed to reduce 
the likelihood of  undesir-
able seeds mixed in with 
the flowers, plants and 
grasses you want.

• Read the label and fol-
low the directions for any 
pre-emergent or herbicide 
you use.

• Clean your lawn 
mower and shears be-
tween each use.

Beck received a bach-
elor of  science degree 
in horticulture and 
landscape management 
in 2006 and a masters in 
agriculture specializing in 
golf  course and turf  grass 
management in 2009, 
both from Tarleton State 
University in Stephen-
ville, Texas. She did post-
doctoral work at Purdue 
University and completed 
a Ph.D. in plant and soil 
sciences at Texas Tech 
University. Beck came to 
NMSU in March 2015.

As the state’s CES weed 
specialist, Beck's responsi-
bilities include statewide 
educational programming 
in weed science for all 
cropping systems, NMSU 
said. Her long-term exten-
sion and research goal is 
to help individuals and 
professionals across mul-
tiple plant science disci-
plines and backgrounds 
to develop accurate, 
applicable, and effective 
weed identification and 

management strategies to 
address issues throughout 
the state of  New Mexico.

“I love interacting and 
helping people,” Beck said. 
“I can help them find a so-
lution they can take back 
to whatever weed manage-
ment issue they have.”

Visit https://eps.nmsu.
edu/leslie-beck.html, 
https://weeds.nmsu.edu/ 
and https://aces.nmsu.
edu/ces/plantclinic/sub-
mission-forms.html.

WEEDS, CONTINUED FROM 19

A dandelion flower

NMSU Weed Specialist Leslie Beck’s traveling demonstration 
weed garden, which helps her program attendees with 
hands-on identification techniques.

PHOTOS BY LESLIE BECK, NMSU

PHOTOS BY LESLIE BECK, NMSU

20  |  FRIDAY, MAY 14, 2021 HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS LAS CRUCES BULLETIN

1740-A Calle de Mercado
Las Cruces, NM 88005

575-524-8061

www.desertexposure.com

Explore the monthly Desert Exposure, “the biggest little 

newspaper in the Southwest.” This eclectic arts and leisure 
publication delivers a blend of content to make you laugh, 
think and sometimes just get up and dance.

Desert Exposure captures the flavor, beauty and 
uniqueness of Silver City, Las Cruces and the whole 
Southwest region of New Mexico. You can also peruse 
our wide array of advertisers to plan your stops on your 
next Southwest New Mexico road trip, no matter which 
direction you’re going.

Here are some ways to get your Desert Exposure fix:

Explore Southern New Mexico
Check area racks and newsstands

Visit www.desertexposure.com

Sign up for an annual mail 
subscription for $54 contact Teresa 
Tolonen, teresa@lascrucesbulletin.com, 
or call 575-680-1841

Sign up for our semi-monthly 
Desert Exposure email newsletter 
contact editor@desertexposure.com

Promote your organization 
to our readership through 
Desert Exposure advertising 
with Richard Coltharp 
richard@lascrucesbulletin.com, 
575-524-8061

Share stories and photos 
with Editor Elva Osterreich 
editor@desertexposure.com, 
575-443-4408
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For best practices, the Center For Disease Control (CDC) recommends
the following daily precautions for preventing the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) caused by the novel coronavirus. Please visit: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/specific-groups/high-risk-
complications.html for more information.

In addition to standard daily hygiene practices suggested by the CDC,
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system to purify the air, which will help improve overall indoor air
quality and will reduce the likelihood of contracting any viruses. 

Although we can't guarantee that someone will not become infected by
a virus, a properly designed and installed UVC lamp, with enough
microwatt intensity, will destroy airborne viruses that pass through the
HVAC system. 

*Reference: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/specific-groups/high-risk-complications.html

Our high-output UVC lamps also sterilize airborne viruses,
bacteria and germs as they pass by lamps, rendering them
harmless and incapable of reproducing. 

Our high-output UVC lamps are 3.3 times more powerful
than standard lamps and will disinfect your air 24 hours a
day naturally, without adding chemicals or sprays into your
environment. 

Ward Off The Spread of 
Germs & Viruses With High-Output
Germicidal UVC lamps

Authorized Dealer:

Lifetime warranty on

2-year long-life lamps

     electronics, 2-year           
     warranty on lamps

Our high-output germicidal UVC lamps kill or
deactivate airborne viruses, bacteria, germs and
other bioaerosols that travel through your HVAC
system and recirculate throughout your home. 

Our germicidal UVC technology is used to
prevent the spread of viruses and germs in
hospitals and other healthcare facilities. 
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AWNINGS
Las Cruces Awning, 575-541-9486, 

www.lascrucesawning.com

BANKS AND FINANCING
Citizens Bank of Las Cruces, S. Main St., Las Cruces; 

575-647-4100, www.citizenslc.com. 

First New Mexico Bank, 3000 E. Lohman, Las Cruces; 
575-556-3000; www.firstnewmexicobanklc.com, 

email at customerservice@fnmblc.com.

BIRD BATHS, BIRD FEEDERS
Wild Birds Unlimited, 2001 E. Lohman, Suite 130, 

Las Cruces; 575-523-5489; www.wbu.com/lascruces; 
email wbulcnature@gmail.com.

CABINETRY
Antix Inc., 717 Organ Ave., Las Cruces; 

575-526-2398, www.antix-inc.com.

Cabinet Specialties, 1325 W. Brown Road, 
Las Cruces; 575-526-7775.

DRAPERIES, SHADES
Spring Crest Custom Draperies, 

2310 Temple St., Las Cruces; 575-526-2880, 
www.springcrestnm.com.

FLOORING
Floor and Décor, 9801 Gateway East, El Paso; 

915-516-6390. www.flooranddecor.com.

Malooy’s Flooring Co., 765 N. Valley Dr., 
Las Cruces; 575-523-0633, www.maloolys.com.

FURNITURE
Ashley Homestore, 3299 Del Rey Blvd., 

Las Cruces; 575-523-3933, www.ashleyfurniture.com.

HEATING & COOLING
Metal Craft Co., 924 W. Picacho Ave, Las Cruces; 

575-218-7700, www.metalcraftco.com.

HOMEBUILDER
Allure Custom Homes, 3093 Rio Arriza Loop, Las Cruces; 

575-993-4559, www.allurecustomhomeslc.com; 
email allurehomeslc@gmail.com.

Red Cliff Homes, P.O. 13746, Las Cruces, NM, 88013; 
575-323-1491; www.redcliffhomes.com; 

email info@redcliffhomes.com.

NURSERIES
Guzman’s Garden Centers, Guzman’s Greenhouse, 

270 Avenida de Mesilla, Las Cruces; 575-523-1520. 
www.guzmansgreenhouse.com.

Color Your World, 540 N. Telshor Blvd, Las Cruces; 
575-521-0496, www.guzmansgreenhouse.com.

ORNAMENTAL FENCING,
GATES, STAIRS

Torres Welding, 3885 Tierra Road, Las Cruces; 
575-526-1648; www.torreswelding.com.

PAINTING
The Paint Kings, 2001 E. Lohman Ave., Suite 110; 

575-652-0874, www.elpasopaintkings.com.

PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS

Las Cruces Home Builders Association, 
2825 N. Main St., Las Cruces; 

575-526-6126,  www.lchba.com

RUSTIC FURNITURE,
SOUTHWEST DÉCOR

Coyote Traders, 1024 W. Picacho Ave., Las Cruces; 
575-524-0040, www.coyotetraders.com, 

email coyotetraderslc@gmail.com

SOLAR SCREENS
McTeigue Solar Screens, 

575-937-3234, mcteiguesolarscreens@yahoo.com
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EXPLORE DESIGN & STYLE

At Floor & Decor you’ll find the latest trends at 
everyday low prices. We have thousands of styles 
for any budget. We even o�er free Design Services 
to help get you started. Stop by today!

EL PASO 9801 Gateway Blvd W | 915-516-6390
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Come see us May 28-31 for our Memorial Day Sale!

This is home.
Come see what we have just for you.

3299 Del Rey Blvd.  575-523-3933
Mon-Sat 10am-8pm, Sun 12-5 pm

The Bowman Family
Serving Las Cruces since 1971

Check out our affordable room packages.

This is home. 
Here’s why.

Wanda and Paul Bowman

Recently, a couple moving back to Las Cruces 
after 40 years away, stopped into Ashley Home-
store to shop for furniture for their new resi-
dence.

They wound up talking with store owner 
Wanda Bowman about their needs, when all of  a 
sudden, the husband looked up and said, “You’re 
the same lady who sold us our first washer and 
dryer in 1975!”

Indeed, Wanda has sold furniture and appli-
ances in Las Cruces since 1971, when she first 
moved to town with her husband, Bob, and their 
growing family. Since 2003, the Bowmans have 
operated the Ashley Homestore in Las Cruces, 
continuing the tradition of  customer service 
and community involvement as they grow their 
business and develop loyal repeat customers. Bob 
passed away in 2013, but son Paul continues as 
general manager.

“Ashley has been rated the No. 1 product in 
America, and there’s good reason for that,” Wanda 
said. “They produce quality furniture and stand 
behind their products.” For five decades now, the 
Bowmans have been active in the community, 
working with charitable organizations, and sup-
porting New Mexico State University.

A perfect example of  the Bowmans’ civic-mind-
edness is the “All I Want for Christmas” program. 
Each holiday season, Wanda provides furniture 
for families who have faced hardships during the 
previous 12 months. 

In addition, the Bowmans understand the needs 
of  the Las Cruces consumer, active in the commu-
nity, they work with customers to fi nd the best 
values and ideal products to help houses become 
homes. For the Bowmans, and Ashley Homestore, 
this is home.

Wanda and Paul Bowman


